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Overview 

What is ECAG? 

ECAG Acronym Defined 
ECAG is the acronym for the NCAA Enforcement Certification and Approvals Group (ECAG). 

 

 

ECAG Scope of Activities 
Mission:  The Enforcement Certification and Approvals Group (ECAG) is a team dedicated to administering 

processes through which non-NCAA organizations/entities (event/league/scouting service operators, 

nonscholastic coaches, prospective student-athletes) can demonstrate compliance with established minimum 

standards desired by the NCAA membership and as a result, obtain the benefit of serving those members.  As a 

result of this work, ECAG provides a valuable service to the NCAA membership. 

 

Charge:  To certify/approve non-NCAA organizations/entities as compliant (at the time of review) and therefore, 

accessible to NCAA Division I institutions as described below: 

¶ Basketball leagues to allow the participation of Division I student-athletes; 

¶ Basketball events to allow NCAA Division I coaches to attend and observe prospective student-athletes 

who are participating in the activities; 

¶ Scouting Services in basketball and football to allow NCAA Division I coaches to purchase the service as 

a resource the recruiting process.   

 

 

ECAG Contact Information  
Website www.ncaa.org/ECAG 

Phone 1-844-562-6201 

Email ECAG@ncaa.org 

Fax 317-917-6073 

 

Regular Mail NCAA Enforcement Certification and Approvals Group 

P.O. Box 6222 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206 

Basketball Certification = C/O Sandy Parrott 

Scouting Service Approval = C/O Adam Morrissey 

 

Overnight Mail  NCAA Enforcement Certification and Approvals Group 

1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 

Basketball Certification = C/O Sandy Parrott 

Scouting Service Approval = C/O Adam Morrissey 

  

http://www.ncaa.org/ECAG
mailto:ECAG@ncaa.org
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Basketball Certification Overview 
The Basketball Certification process provides activity operators who agree to operate their activities in accordance 

with the applicable legislation and certification requirements the opportunity to receive League Certification to 

allow the participation of Division I student-athletes and/or Event Certification to allow NCAA Division I 

coaches to attend and observe prospective student-athletes who are participating in the activity. Event 

Certification  has a post-event requirement as well. 

 

 

Scouting Service Approval Overview 
The Scouting Service Approval Process allows operators of a recruiting/scouting service who agree to operate 

their services in accordance with the applicable legislation and ECAG requirements the opportunity to receive 

ñapprovalò to allow NCAA Division I coaches to purchase the service to assist in the recruiting process.   

 

A recruiting/scouting service includes any individual, organization, entity or segment of an entity that is primarily 

involved in providing information about prospective student-athletes.  Operators of scouting services request 

approval by submitting an online application in the Scouting Service System 

[http://web1.ncaa.org/scouting/admin/login].  An application must be submitted between March 1 and May 31 

each year.  All deadlines are strictly enforced. 

 

The applicant will be asked to answer a series of questions that correspond to the legislative requirements, provide 

a sample of the published data and login credentials if the service is an online service.  Scouting Services 

Approvals are only granted for services that do currently exist - approval based on how the service operates, NOT 

how the operator promises to operate the service.  

 

Approved scouting services are posted on a list accessible to the NCAA membership for an institution to know 

which services have been approved for purchase.  A member institution that subscribes to an approved scouting 

service has an expectation of shared responsibility to monitor that the service is compliant with the legislation 

and notify the NCAA Enforcement Certification and Approvals Group of any concerns or inadequacies.   

 

 

  

http://web1.ncaa.org/scouting/admin/login
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Applicable Legislation 
Access to NCAA Legislation Online 
Legislation changes frequently.  The most up-to-date legislation is available in the Legislative Services Database 

(LSDBi).  LSDBi includes NCAA Divisions I, II and III legislation and proposals and is updated continuously 

throughout the year as the legislation changes.  As such, the LSDBi manual cites and text may differ from those 

in the hardcopy of the bylaw manual that is issued once a year. 

 

To Access:  Legislative Services Database (LSDBi) or [https://web3.ncaa.org/lsdbi/]  

 

Enter all or part of the desired bylaw number 

into the search field and click the Search 

button.  For your reference, the NCAA-

certification related bylaws are identified 

below.   

 

 

  

https://web3.ncaa.org/lsdbi/
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Basketball Certification Legislation 
17.31.4  Summer Basketball Leagues 

13.18  Basketball Event Certification 

 

Bylaws Related to Basketball Certification 
13.02.13  Definition of a Prospective Student Athlete  

13.02.13.1 Exception ï After Commitment 

13.11.1.2  Definition of "Prospective Student-Athlete" for Tryout-Rule Purposes ï Men's 

Basketball 

13.11.1.8 Use of Division I Campus - Nonscholastic Practice or Competition -- Men's 

Basketball. 

13.11.1.9 Use of Division I Campus - Nonscholastic Practice or Competition -- Women's 

Basketball. 

13.12.1.1.1  Definition of a Prospective Student-Athlete ï Men's Basketball 

13.02.14  Recruiting 

13.02.14.1 Recruited Prospective Student-Athlete 

13.02.18  Individual Associated with a Prospective Student-Athlete ï Men's Basketball 

13.1.7.5   Evaluations -- Men's Basketball.  

13.1.7.5.1  Academic Year Recruiting Periods. 

13.1.7.5.2  April Evaluation Periods. 

13.1.7.5.3  Summer Evaluation Periods. 

13.1.7.5.3.1  Practice in Preparation for a Certified Event. 

13.1.7.5.3.2  Events Organized and Conducted for Recruiting Purposes. 

13.1.7.5.4  NBA Draft Combine. 

13.1.7.6   Evaluations -- Women's Basketball.  

13.1.7.6.1  Academic Year Evaluation Period. 

13.1.7.6.1.1  National Standardized Testing Weekends. 

13.1.7.6.2  Summer Evaluation Period. 

13.1.7.6.3  On-Campus Events. 

13.1.7.6.4  Practice in Preparation for a Certified Event. 

13.1.7.6.5  Events Not Subject to Certification Program. 

 

Recruiting Calendars are posted on the Resources Tab of LSDBi.  Or can be found by going to 

www.ncaa.org, select Division I, select Recruiting, and then use the link under Recruiting Resources.  

Recruiting calendars for the next academic year are usually publishied mid-June. 

  

http://www.ncaa.org/
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Scouting Service Approval Legislation 
NCAA Bylaw 13.14.3.1 Recruiting or Scouting Services ï Basketball and Football 

NCAA Bylaw 13.14.3.1.1 Video-Only Services 

NCAA Bylaw 12.3.3.1 Talent Evaluation Services and Agents 

 

Recruiting or Scouting Service - Definition 
A recruiting or scouting service includes any individual, organization, entity or segment of an entity that is 

primarily involved in providing information about prospective student-athletes.  An institution is considered 

to have subscribed to a recruiting or scouting service when a staff member registers to access information 

provided by the service only to paid subscribers or registers to access information available only to a select 

group of individuals (e.g., NCAA coaches), regardless of whether a charge is associated with accessing the 

information.  However, an institution is not considered to have subscribed to a recruiting or scouting service 

if a staff member registers to access information about prospective student-athletes from a service that 

provides the same information to the public at no cost.  This definition does not include any individual, 

organization, entity or segment of an entity that provides information about prospective student-athletes 

incidental to its primary purpose and is generally available to the public (e.g. news media). 

Recruiting/Scouting Services -Fee Rate by Division Requirement 
Inasmuch as the same information must be provided at the same fee rate for all subscribers, a service is 

prohibited from providing information regarding prospective student-athletes to institutions at various fees 

based on the institution's membership division. 

Recruiting/Scouting Services -Individual Analysis Requirement 
Information disseminated by a recruiting or scouting service must include individual analysis beyond 

demographics (e.g., height, weight, class, position), ranking (e.g., Division I prospective student-athlete) 

and general comments (e.g., excellent shooter) in order for an institution to make an athletics or academic 

analysis of the prospective student-athlete.  Each prospect named in the service is required to be evaluated.  

https://web1.ncaa.org/LSDBi/exec/bylawSearch?bylawSearchSubmit=Get%20Selected%20Items&multiple=29956&division=1&adopted=0
https://web1.ncaa.org/LSDBi/exec/bylawSearch?bylawSearchSubmit=Get%20Selected%20Items&multiple=25330&division=1&adopted=0
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Purpose of ECAG User Manual 
These Operational Guidelines will serve as the basis by which individuals who are not part of the NCAA 

membership will interact with ECAG staff to engage in the Basketball Certification (BBC) and 

Recruiting/Scouting Services Approval (SSA) processes and are designed to guide those individuals through the 

approval process from the application stage through final approval. 

 

The primary purpose of this document is to provide involved individuals with an overview and foundation from 

which ECAG conducts all facets of its operations.  The enclosed information regarding ECAG general processing 

functions, but does not articulate all ECAG activities.  The following are stated objectives of the included 

guidelines: 

 

1. Demonstrating consistent and accurate processing of applications and review forms, while providing 

exemplary customer service. 

 

2. Establishing objective criteria by which to measure ECAGôs performance through the quality assurance 
plan. 

 

3. Creating baseline expectations and best practices for how ECAG completes each component of the 

certification and approval process. 

 

4. Ensuring clarity and uniformity in how ECAG applies BBC and SSA legislation. 

 

5. Providing a basis for ongoing training to ensure ECAG adheres to its quality assurance plan, based on 

program protocols. 

 

6. Mitigating risk to the NCAA by providing clear guidance to ECAG staff throughout the certification and 

approval process. 

 

Policies and procedures for such evaluations are compliant with Enforcement (ENF) Policies and Procedures and 

the ENF Quality Assurance Plan and have been approved by the NCAA membership.  These procedures and 

guidelines are not contractual in nature and may be amended without advanced notice.  

 

 

NCAA Requirements and Non-NCAA Members.   
Although they are not part of the NCAA membership, by participating in the certification and approval process 

and/or benefiting from those opportunities, participants are voluntarily submitting themselves and their 

organizations to and agreeing to be compliant with NCAA legislation, guidelines and requirements.  Participants 

are expected to be knowledgeable of and compliant with NCAA requirements and will be held accountable to 

information posted on www.ncaa.org/ECAG.   

 

ECAG encourages such individuals to frequent the ECAG website for changes that may occur. FAILURE to be 

compliant or allowing the participation of other coaches/TEAMS that are not compliant may result in the 

withdrawal of current or denial of future participation. 

 

 

  

http://www.ncaa.org/ECAG
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User Account Information Basics 
One Basketball Certification System (BBCS) User Account 
You only need ONE user account for the Basketball Certification System (BBCS).  Once you have created an 

account, you can utilize that same account each year.  You can update the contact information at any time; so, 

DO NOT create a new account if you already have one but have a new address, phone number or e-mail. 

 

¶ One athlete account can be used for all teams all years of participation. 

 

¶ One adult (coach/operator) account can be used to register multiple teams and/or complete certification 

requirements for multiple events/leagues.   

 

 

One Recruiting/Scouting Service System (SSS) User Account 
You only need ONE user account for the Recruiting/Scouting Service System (SSS).  Once you have created an 

account, you can utilize that same account each year.  You can update the contact information at any time; so, 

DO NOT create a new account if you already have one but have a new address, phone number or e-mail. 

 

 

Keep User Account Information Current 
When necessary, ECAG will contact those involved in the certification and approvals process via the information 

provided on his/her online user account in either the Basketball Certification System (BBCS) or 

Recruiting/Scouting Service System (SSS).  Therefore, it is imperative that the contact information is accurate.  

It is the user's responsibility to make sure that his/her contact information is accurate and up-to-date.   

 

 

Problems Saving User Account Changes 
You may find that you are restricted from entering your active e-mail address on your account if you have multiple 

user accounts and it has already been used elsewhere.  If this occurs, contact ECAG so that old accounts can be 

made inactive and your current account can be updated.    
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Communication Guidelines 
ECAG Website 
The ECAG website is the essential bulletin board of information for participants.  ECAG encourages such 

individuals to frequent the ECAG website for changes that may occur. FAILURE to be compliant may result in 

the withdrawal of current or denial of future participation.  Participants are expected to be knowledgeable of and 

compliant with NCAA requirements and will be held accountable to information posted on www.ncaa.org/ECAG.   

 

 

Email is the Primary Alert  for Communication 
When ECAG initiates communicate with a participant to render a decision of some sort OR to request additional 

information to process an application, post-event review form (PERF), residency exceptions request or in regards 

to a potential violation, email is the primary alert notifying participants that ECAG has initiated communication 

with a participant.  It is NOT within ECAG procedures to contact the individual via telephone or hardcopy mail.  

[There are plans to add text alerts to the BBCS in the future.] 

 

This notification may be a direct result of: 

 

¶ ECAG composing an email from the NCAA's Outlook desktop client; 

 

¶ ECAG sending communication via Salesforce email; 

 

¶ An email alert being generated from the Basketball Certification System (BBCS) or Recruiting/Scouting 

Service System (SSS). 

 

Keep User Account Information Current 
Because email may be a user's first awareness of the NCAA's requirement for a response and this 

communication will be dependent on the information provided on his/her online user account in either the 

Basketball Certification System (BBCS) or Recruiting/Scouting Service System (SSS), it is imperative that 

the contact information is accurate.  It is the user's responsibility to make sure that his/her contact information 

is accurate and up-to-date.   

 

Whitelist ECAG Emails to Avoid Being Filed as Junk/Spam 
Make sure that ECAG@ncaa.org and scoutserv@ncaa.org are added as safe users in any filters being used on your 

email client.  If an e-mail is sent and is returned as undeliverable regardless of the reason, ECAG staff WILL 

NOT send the request by other means (fax, FedEx, regular post, etc.) nor will staff call the individual.   

 

Email Successfully Sent, but Not Received 
If the e-mail is not delivered for any reason (identified as spam, flagged as junk e-mail, no longer the userôs 

address, mailbox is full, etc.) but the NCAA staff has either posted information online in the BBCS, has a 

delivery receipt that the e-mail was successfully sent, or has Salesforce records that the communication was 

successfully received/opened by the user, the contacted individual will be expected to respond by the 

appropriate deadlines.   

 

 
  

http://www.ncaa.org/ECAG
mailto:ECAG@ncaa.org
mailto:scoutserv@ncaa.org
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Adverse Actions 
Although they are not part of the NCAA membership, by participating in the certification and approval process 

and/or benefiting from those opportunities, participants are voluntarily submitting themselves and their 

organizations to and agreeing to be compliant with NCAA legislation, guidelines and requirements.  Participants 

(event/league operators, scouting service operators, nonscholastic coaches) are expected to be knowledgeable of 

and compliant with NCAA requirements and will be held accountable to information posted on 

www.ncaa.org/ECAG.  ECAG encourages such individuals to frequent the ECAG website for changes that may 

occur. FAILURE to be compliant or allowing the participation of other coaches/teams that are not compliant may 

result in the withdrawal of current or denial of future participation. 

 

 

Potential Penalties 
Involvement in any of the identified adverse actions are subject to penalty.  Penalties applied include probation, 

withdrawal of current NCAA eligibility to participate, and/or denial of future participation in the NCAA 

certification and approval process and/or activities associated with those processes.  The duration of such a penalty 

could be for a period of up to five years OR until that time when the individual/organization is compliant and/or 

has cooperated.  There would be no appeal rights for such an action. 

 

Penalties Apply if a Division I Student-Athlete Rendered Ineligible 
If a Division I student-athlete is rendered ineligible for collegiate athletics due to the activity of someone 

involved in the ECAG certification and approval processes and is subsequently forced to submit to the student-

athlete reinstatement process, current or future certification/approval of the participant may be affected. 

 

 

False Claims of Certification 
It is NOT permissible to claim NCAA certification/approval when advertising (website, brochures, application, 

etc.) until it has been granted.  Just because an event/league/scouting service was certified the previous year does 

not mean that it will be granted certification the following year. Therefore, the claim of certification/approval 

prior to it being granted (or possibly even requested) is inaccurate and is false and misleading to the NCAA 

membership, participating prospects, their coaches and their families.  

 

Operators CANNOT claim to be NCAA-certified/approved and advertise themselves as such until  

1. BASKETBALL CERTIFICATION - the status of the application in the Basketball Certification System 

(BBCS) appears as Approved and the event/league is included on the event list of approved events/leagues 

on ncaa.org.   

2. SCOUTING SERVICE APPROVAL ï  the status of the application in the Scouting Service System (SSS) 

appears as Approved, at which time the service is included on the list of approved services on ncaa.org 

available to the NCAA membership.   

 

False claims of NCAA-certification prior to certification being granted may affect current or future certification 

of the event/league.  

 
  

http://www.ncaa.org/ECAG
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Deadline Guidelines 
Strict Enforcement of Deadlines 
All deadlines are STRICTLY enforced and expire at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time.  Deadlines are NOT speculative 

and therefore there is no gray area; they are either met or not met.  Participants are expected to plan accordingly 

to make sure that all information is submitted by the applicable deadline.  Both the Basketball Certification System 

(BBCS) and the Recruiting/Scouting Service System (SSS) will document and date stamp all activity; this date 

CANNOT be disputed. 

 

 

Initial Submission Deadline 
Application deadlines are: 

¶ Basketball Certification - must be Submitted no later than 45 days prior to the first requested date of 

certification.  The first date granted certification will be no less than 45 days after the date the application 

is Submitted.   

¶ Recruiting/Scouting Service - Applications are ONLY accepted between February 1 and May 31, but 

approved services WILL NOT be posted prior to April 1.   

If NCAA Event Certification was granted to allow the attendance of Division I coaches, a separate set of 

information is required to be submitted after the event has concluded.  This post-event information must be 

Submitted no later than two (2) months after the last date of certification of the event.  The SPECIFIC DATE will 

be identified online both on the top of the post-event review form (PERF) AND in the Respond by Date column 

of an approved event application.  

 

 

Completely Submitted  
The online application/PERF is NOT considered submitted until the status has changed online from Not 

Submitted to Submitted.  Although all the information may have been entered online, until the operator completely 

submits the application/PERF, staff cannot and WILL NOT process the application/PERF.  Leaving the 

application/PERF status as Not Submitted will result in denial of NCAA certification and/or approval. 

 

 

Request for Additional Information  Deadline 
If additional information is required to process an application to completion, ECAG will email a request to the 

operator and a deadline will be identified by which a written response is required via email or through the online 

process.   

¶ Applications ï Typically, a 10-day deadline to submit a response; this is 10 actual days (not business 

days) from the date the information was requested.   

¶ Post-event review form ï Typically, a 20-day deadline to submit a response; this is 20 actual days (not 

business days) from the date the information was requested.   
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Changes to Info Reported on Application Deadline 
Applications are approved based on the information submitted in the application and event, league and 

Recruiting/Scouting Service operators attest that the information provided in them is complete and accurate to 

the best of their knowledge.  Additionally, the operator agrees to report ANY cancellations or changes from what 

was submitted in the application (names, location, dates, fees, times of games, etc.) to ECAG IN WRITING to 

ECAG@ncaa.org.  To avoid penalties, changes must be submitted by the identified deadline:   

¶ Basketball Certification - no later than 48 hours prior to the scheduled start of the event/league 

¶ Recruiting/Scouting Service - within 10 business days of the change being made 

 

Proof of Met Deadline 
All information submitted to ECAG that cannot be submitted via the online process must be submitted in 

writing and NOT verbally by phone.  If there is question regarding whether information was submitted by the 

required deadline, it is the operator's responsibility to produce PROOF of a timely submission.  It is advisable 

to do all the following that apply as proof of successfully submitting the information: 

¶ Print/keep the page showing the time and date of all online submissions. 

¶ Mark all information sent via email for a read and delivery receipt and print/keep the generated 

verification  

¶ Send hardcopy responses via some type of traceable delivery (i.e., FedEx, DHL, UPS, certified mail, 

etc.)  

mailto:ECAG@ncaa.org
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Applicable Toé 
Leagues 

Operators 
All individuals operating an NCAA-certified leagues. 

 

Athletes 
YES NO 

¶ Currently enrolled Division I student-athletes. 

 

¶ Redshirt athletes at a Division I institution. 

 

¶ Once an athlete has attended a Division I 

institution full time, he or she has triggered the 

definition of a student- athlete and CANNOT 

return to prospect status even if they have 

transferred to a Division II or III institution or 

two-year college. 

¶ Individuals who have committed to a 

Division I institution, but not yet enrolled or 

received athletics aid from the institution.   

 

¶ An individual who has NOT forfeited 

his/her prospect status. 

 

¶ Individuals who were previously Division I 

student-athletes, but who have exhausted 

their eligibility. 

 

 

Events 
Operators 
All individuals operating an NCAA-certified event. 

 

Coaches  
All individuals participating in coaching activities at an NCAA-certified event. 

 

Athletes   
All individuals participating in athletic activities at an NCAA-certified event. 

 

Non-Prospect Aged Teams  
If teams are competing that are not made up of prospective student-athletes, they may or may not be required 

to meet the certification requirements.  ALL teams (regardless of age) participating in a facility where NCAA 

coaches will be present and/or playing against prospect-aged teams are required to meet all NCAA-

certification requirements (coach approval, residency restrictions, online ROSTERS, etc.).  If an event has 

been certified but contains a younger athlete or adult division that WILL NOT be in a facility where NCAA 

coaches will be present, those teams would NOT be required to meet the NCAA certification requirements. 
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Terms of Participation 
Athlete Registrant  Terms of Participation 
As an Athlete Registrant, you attest that: 

¶ I attest that the information provided herein is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 

¶ I agree that some or all the information I submit may be viewed, accessed, and used by other registered 

users of the BBCS, including event operators and coaches. 

¶ I acknowledge and agree that I am at least eighteen (18) years of age, am the parent or legal guardian of 

any minor(s) for whom I am submitting information, and have the right to submit such information on 

behalf of the minor(s). 

 

 

Adult Registrant Terms of Participation 
As an Adult Registrant, you attest that: 

¶ I attest that the information provided herein is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 

¶ I understand that it is my responsibility to keep the contact information on my NCAA ECAG user account 

up-to-date and to whitelist ECAG@ncaa.org to avoid messages from the NCAA being lost or flagged as 

junk/spam. I agree that the NCAA is not responsible if it is unable to contact me because of my FAILURE 

to provide correct, accurate, and complete information or due to my email provider diverting messages 

from my inbox. 

¶ I understand that the NCAA will strictly enforce all deadlines. 

¶ I agree that I will not distribute, reproduce, republish, display, modify, transmit, reuse, repost, link to, or 

use any information or data from or relating to a prospective student-athlete ("PSA") provided or otherwise 

made available to me for any purpose; except that if I am an event operator, I may do so for the limited 

purpose of creating an information packet to be provided or made available to NCAA coaches attending 

my event. 

¶ I acknowledge that as a coach/operator participating in an NCAA-certified event, I agree to be legally 

bound by the terms and conditions established by the NCAA and made available to me, via the NCAA 

Basketball Certification System (BBCS), NCAA.org, or otherwise, and that such terms and conditions 

shall have immediate effect upon my eligibility to participate in NCAA-certified events and leagues. 

¶ I acknowledge that to participate as a coach/operator in NCAA-certified events/leagues, I am required to 

obtain a USA Basketball GOLD License and hereby consent that the NCAA may share such information 

and data with USA Basketball. Further, all applicants and licensed coaches of USA Basketball's GOLD 

License program will become active under the NCAA® community portal on Community.USA 

Basketball.com. Users may detach from this affiliation at any time through their community dashboard 

functions. 

 

 

Coach Terms of Participation 
As a Coach participating in NCAA-certified events, you are responsible for each of the following: 

¶ I understand that a prospective student-athlete (PSA) participating with my organization in NCAA-

certified events CANNOT participate in more than three games on any one day and as a coach, I am 

responsible for making sure that the PSAs on my team are compliant (even if participating on multiple 

teams). 

mailto:ECAG@ncaa.org
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¶ I understand that a PSA participating with my organization in NCAA-certified events CANNOT 

participate in more than five games in any two consecutive days and as a coach, I am responsible for 

making sure that the PSAs on my team are compliant (even if participating on multiple teams). 

¶ I understand that any individual who participates in coaching activities or sits on the bench with my team 

is required to be identified as NCAA eligible in the NCAA Basketball Certification System (BBCS) (USA 

Basketball GOLD License + NCAA compliant). 

¶ I understand that if someone NOT identified as NCAA eligible in the BBCS participates in coaching 

activities with my team (even if done from the stands or via text), I may lose my ability to coach in an 

NCAA-certified event for a period of up to 5 years. 

¶ I understand that as a coach, I am responsible for making sure that all the athletes on my team(s) comply 

with the NCAA residency requirements (i.e adjoining state rule, permissible address of residence, etc.), 

are compliant with one of the exceptions outlined in the guidelines posted online or have been granted a 

residency exception. 

¶ I acknowledge that I will be held accountable for all information made available to me, via the NCAA 

Basketball Certification System (BBCS), NCAA.org, or otherwise. My FAILURE to adhere to these 

requirements may result in my denial of present and/or future certification from the NCAA. 

¶ I acknowledge that certification is granted based on the information submitted in the BBCS and that I am 

responsible for reporting to the NCAA all changes to such information that may occur after initially 

submitted. My FAILURE to notify the NCAA of any changes may result in my denial of present and/or 

future certification from the NCAA. 

¶ I acknowledge that as a coach participating in an NCAA-certified event, I agree to cooperate with the 

NCAA in connection with its investigation and analysis of possible NCAA rules violations, even if the 

violations are unrelated to Basketball Certification or Recruiting/Scouting Services rules and guidelines. 

I acknowledge that I have read the provisions of Adverse Actions Guidelines and am aware of applicable 

penalties for the provision of false and misleading information to the NCAA. 

¶ I acknowledge that as a coach participating in an NCAA-certified event, I agree to be legally bound by 

the terms and conditions established by the NCAA and made available to me, via the NCAA Basketball 

Certification System (BBCS), NCAA.org, or otherwise, and that such terms and conditions shall have 

immediate effect upon my eligibility to participate in NCAA-certified events and leagues. 

 

 

Event Operator Terms of Participation 
By operating a certified event, you attest that: 

¶ I attest that the information provided herein is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 

¶ If ANY information supplied on this application changes (facilities, schedule adjustments, cancellation, 

etc.), I will notify ECAG in writing immediately. I understand that the FAILURE to provide such notice 

at least 48 hours in advance of the start of the event/league will result in the denial of future certification. 

¶ I understand that it is my responsibility to keep the contact information on my NCAA ECAG user account 

up-to-date and to whitelist ECAG@ncaa.org to avoid messages from the NCAA being lost or flagged as 

junk/spam. I agree that the NCAA is not responsible if it is unable to contact me as a result of my 

FAILURE to provide correct, accurate, and complete information or due to my email provider diverting 

messages from my inbox. 

¶ I understand that the NCAA will strictly enforce all deadlines. 

¶ I acknowledge that I have read the applicable NCAA legislation and certification guidelines and I agree 

to operate my event/league in accordance with the applicable requirements. I understand that FAILURE 

to adhere to the NCAA legislation and guidelines may result in the withdrawal of present, and/or denial 

of future, certification. 

mailto:ECAG@ncaa.org
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¶ I agree to be legally bound by the terms and conditions established by the NCAA and made available to 

me, via the NCAA Basketball Certification System (BBCS), NCAA.org, or otherwise, and that such terms 

and conditions shall have immediate effect upon my eligibility to operate NCAA-certified events and 

leagues. 

¶ I acknowledge that as an operator of an NCAA-certified event/league, I agree to cooperate with the NCAA 

about its investigation and analysis of possible NCAA rules violations, even if the violations are unrelated 

to Basketball Certification or Recruiting/Scouting Services rules and guidelines. I acknowledge that I have 

read the provisions of Adverse Actions Guidelines and am aware of applicable penalties for the provision 

of false and misleading information to the NCAA. 

¶ Ensuring ALL individuals who participate in coaching activities (even if done from the stands or via text), 

sit on the bench with a team, provide instruction or run skills and drills at my event are identified as NCAA 

eligible in the NCAA Basketball Certification System (BBCS) (USA Basketball GOLD License + NCAA 

compliant). Further, I understand that if someone NOT identified as NCAA eligible in the BBCS 

participates in my event (even if done from the stands or via text), I may lose my ability to coach in or 

operate an NCAA-certified event/league for a period of up to 5 years; 

¶ Providing NCAA coaches in attendance at my event the ability to be separated from prospective student-

athletes (PSAs) and individuals associated with a prospective student-athlete (IAWP) (parents, high school 

coaches, nonscholastic coaches, Recruiting/Scouting Services, etc.) in every way possible (at minimum, 

separate seating); 

¶ Requiring ALL teams participating in my event to have a roster in the BBCS that is connected/linked to 

my event and that only PSAs and coaches identified on that roster are permitted to participate in my event. 

¶ Identifying ALL PSAs who participate in my event to the NCAA as part of my post-event review form; 

¶ Identifying ALL individuals who participated in coaching activities, sit on the bench with a team, provide 

instruction or run skills and drills at my event to the NCAA as part of my post-event review form; 

¶ Ensuring that NO PSA participating in my event participates in more than three games on any one day 

(even if participating on multiple teams); 

¶ Ensuring that NO PSA participating in my event participates in more than five games in any two 

consecutive days (even if participating on multiple teams); 

¶ Ensuring that all teams that participate in my event are compliant with the NCAA residency requirements 

(i.e adjoining state rule, permissible address of residence, etc.), are compliant with one of the exceptions 

outlined in the guidelines posted online or have been granted a residency exception. 

¶ I agree not to distribute, reproduce, republish, display, modify, transmit, reuse, repost, link to, or use any 

information or data from or relating to a prospective student-athlete ("PSA") provided or otherwise made 

available to me for any purpose; except that if I am an event operator, I may do so for the limited purpose 

of creating an information packet to be provided or made available to NCAA coaches attending my event. 

 

 

League Operator Terms of Participation 
By operating a certified league, you attest that: 

¶ I attest that the information provided herein is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 

¶ If ANY information supplied on this application changes (facilities, schedule adjustments, cancellation, 

etc.), I will notify ECAG in writing immediately. I understand that the FAILURE to provide such notice 

at least 48 hours in advance of the start of the event/league will result in the denial of future certification. 

¶ I understand that it is my responsibility to keep the contact information on my NCAA ECAG user account 

up-to-date and to whitelist ECAG@ncaa.org to avoid messages from the NCAA being lost or flagged as 

junk/spam. I agree that the NCAA is not responsible if it is unable to contact me as a result of my 

FAILURE to provide correct, accurate, and complete information or due to my email provider diverting 

messages from my inbox. 

mailto:ECAG@ncaa.org
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¶ I understand that the NCAA will strictly enforce all deadlines. 

¶ I acknowledge that I have read the applicable NCAA legislation and certification guidelines and I agree 

to operate my event/league in accordance with the applicable requirements. I understand that FAILURE 

to adhere to the NCAA legislation and guidelines may result in the withdrawal of present, and/or denial 

of future, certification. 

¶ I agree to be legally bound by the terms and conditions established by the NCAA and made available to 

me, via the NCAA Basketball Certification System (BBCS), NCAA.org, or otherwise, and that such terms 

and conditions shall have immediate effect upon my eligibility to operate NCAA-certified events and 

leagues. 

¶ I acknowledge that as an operator of an NCAA-certified event/league, I agree to cooperate with the NCAA 

about its investigation and analysis of possible NCAA rules violations, even if the violations are unrelated 

to Basketball Certification or Recruiting/Scouting Services rules and guidelines. I acknowledge that I have 

read the provisions of Adverse Actions Guidelines and am aware of applicable penalties for the provision 

of false and misleading information to the NCAA. 

¶ All currently enrolled Division I student-athletes (SAs) participating in my league have an official 

residence in the state in which the league is conducted, or must have previously attended an institution 

within 100 air miles of the league's location; 

¶ No team's roster includes more than two (2) basketball SAs with remaining eligibility from the same two-

year or four-year college (other than a Division II or III NCAA-member institution); 

¶ All Division I SAs must limit their competition to one team in one league per summer. Thus, SAs cannot 

compete with a team in a tryout for the league and then participate in the league on a different team; 

¶ All Division I SAs are aware that they CANNOT participate on more than one team or in more than one 

league per summer, and that their decision to participate in my league (regardless of the length of his/her 

participation) will preclude them from participating in any other league for the duration of the summer; 

¶ No all-star game of any kind is permitted; 

¶ My league does NOT receive revenue from spectator admissions, raffles or similar activities, live 

television broadcasts, or parking fees. 

¶ I must obtain a letter from the Director of Athletics (or the director's official representative) granting 

permission for each Division I SA to participate in my league PRIOR TO such SA's participation; 

¶ The eligibility of Division I SAs participating in my league is protected and that if a SA is rendered 

ineligible for collegiate competition due to the operation of my league, the league will be ineligible for 

certification the following year. 

¶ If there are prospective student-athletes participating in my league (high school, two-year college, etc.), I 

am aware that Division I coaches are not permitted to attend any time - not even to observe their own 

student-athletes that may be participating. 

¶ ZERO currently enrolled Division I SAs participate in my league before June 15. 

¶ The opening day of classes of classes has been identified for each institution that has Division I SA 

competing in my league. 

¶ ZERO Division I SAs are only permitted to participate in my league after August 31 OR their institution's 

first day of classes (whichever comes earlier). 
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NCAA Eligibility of Coaches and Operators 
 

USA Basketball GOLD License Requirement 
All individuals who will participate in coaching activities or who are involved in operating or managing of an 

NCAA-certified event or league, are required to obtain a USA Basketball (USAB) GOLD License. 

 

Operating or Managing the Event Defined  
Bylaw 13.18(j) requires that all ñindividuals involved in coaching activities and in operating or managing the 

event must have been approved in accordance with guidelines established by the Enforcement Certification 

and Approvals Group (ECAG).ò  Often, the individual identified as the ñevent operatorò is not actually 

running the event and may not be present as they may be operating multiple events simultaneously or coaching 

a team in another event.  In that regard, there are staff beyond the identified ñevent operatorò that are required 

to have a USAB Gold License.   

 

Per the legislation, any individual involved in operating or managing the event would be required to have a 

USAB Gold License and not just the person identified as the event operator on the application submitted to 

ECAG.  These are staff people who are in a managerial or leadership role, not just someone assisting or 

working in an administrative role (check-in staff, concessions, janitorial staff, score keepers, etc.).  Those 

people who would be the ñgo toò person for all emergencies or issues at each event facility would need to 

have a USAB Gold License number.  Events utilizing multiple facilities would be required to have someone 

with a USAB Gold License number ñin chargeò (site director, gym supervisor, organizer, coordinator) at each 

facility. 

 

Duration of Approval  
The USA Basketball GOLD License applies to the academic-year calendar.  So, the USA Basketball GOLD 

License will be valid from the date the USA Basketball GOLD License is granted until the following August 

31.  (Previously, NCAA approvals were conducted on an actual calendar year with all approvals expiring on 

December 31.)  Coaches participating in FALL events, however, will not need to renew with USAB prior to 

participating in fall events since there application will open September 1 and events are scheduled for mid-

to-late September.  APPLY EARLY!  - You should allow a minimum of three (3) weeks to complete the 

required USA BASKETBALL GOLD Licensing process. 

 

[NOTE:  Fall operators and coaches may re-apply as early as September 1, but will not be required to re-apply 

prior to participation in fall NCAA-certified events.  EXAMPLE:  those with a USAB Gold License from 

2016-17 will be permitted to coach in September 2017, but MUST re-apply prior to participation in 2017.] 

 

Cost of USAB Gold License: 

Base fees for the USAB Gold License for the 2017-2018 season are as follows:  

U.S. Applicants: 

a. Sept 1-Dec 31: $55  (plus additional background check fees if applicable) 

b. Jan 1-March 31, May and June: $65 (plus additional background check fees if applicable) 

c. April and July (event months): $120 (plus additional background check fees if applicable)  

 

Non-U.S. Applicants:  

a. Sept 1-Dec 31: $77  (plus additional background check fees if applicable) 

b. Jan 1-March 31, May and June: $87 (plus additional background check fees if applicable) 

c. April and July (event months): $142 (plus additional background check fees if applicable)  
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The USAB gold license application fee will include all educational requirements AND the base fee for the 

Verified Volunteers background check.  NOTE: Some states and/or counties charge a fee to access your 

records and you will be required to pay these pass-through fees when you complete the VV portion of the 

application. These fees will be paid to the state/county and cannot be avoided. 

¶ Applicable Counties: Several counties in Arkansas, California, Florida, Louisiana, Michigan, 

Mississippi, New Hampshire, Nevada, New York, Ohio, Tennessee, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

¶ Applicable States: Colorado, Maine, Montana, New York, South Dakota, and Vermont.   

¶ To view applicable fees:  County and State pass-through fees.  County fees are on pages 1-3. State 

fees are on page 4. 

 

Benefits  of USAB Gold License: 

After obtaining the USA Basketball GOLD License, the coach receives the following benefits for the season: 

¶ Recognized Affiliation ï ability to promote as a USA Basketball GOLD Licensed coach 

¶ Coaching & Safety Education ï Training through specialized USA Basketball and U.S. Olympic 

Committee courses 

¶ Youth Development Guidebook ï a 400-page guide to coaching including a robust player 

development curriculum 

¶ License Card ïthe official photo identification card issued by USA Basketball 

¶ Digital Locator ï listing on the USA Basketball digital platform for visibility to parents, players, 

coaches and other administrators 

¶ Insurance ïgeneral liability insurance to help protect the coach 

¶ Tools & Resources ï exclusive access to coaching videos, webinars and other materials through 

¶ Appreciation Offers ï preferred access and special discounts to attend select live USA Basketball 

Youth Development events 

 

 

Contact USA Basketball 
USAB Website: https://www.usab.com/youth/development/coach/process-for-becoming-a-

licensed-coach.aspx 

USAB Phone Number:  1-719-590-4800 

USAB Email:   Contact USA Basketball via the Online Contact Tool  

https://usabyouth.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/requests/new 

Forgot Password https://community.usab.com/users/password/new  

 

For further information about the USA Basketball GOLD License, FAQs, and how to get started, please go 

to: https://www.usab.com/youth/development/coach/process-for-becoming-a-licensed-coach.aspx or call 1-

844-652-6201. 

 

 

  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fna30.salesforce.com%2Fsfc%2Fp%2F36000000Iv90%2Fa%2F36000000ThDn%2F_WOs9R1O.NLqLHecW0VscfRrA7HIiwZvkTOdmeCjMho&data=02%7C01%7Ccmoore%40ncaa.org%7C051129b3df5e43967fb008d511bf852c%7C85a1e95666374b1db6eec72a59ee087f%7C0%7C0%7C636434436634281594&sdata=532oOrhgpXAPnhqX1gOMQQn%2B6ndkPxtjrIIlf5EaL9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://usabyouth.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/requests/new
https://community.usab.com/users/password/new
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NCAA Eligibility  of Coaches and Operators Requirement 
While a USA Basketball (USAB) GOLD License is required to operate an NCAA-certified event or league, 

participate in coaching activities or sit on the team BENCH at an NCAA-certified event, the license on its own 

does NOT make one NCAA eligible.   

 

NOTE: Until you have obtained your USA Basketball GOLD License, had your USA Basketball GOLD License 

Number validated by ECAG and been verified to be NCAA eligible by ECAG within the BBCS, you WILL NOT 

be permitted to perform any activity in the BBCS beyond creating your user account.  Instead will see the message 

in the blue box above. 

 

The NCAA reserves the right to withdraw current or deny future opportunities to participate in or benefit from 

the NCAA-certification and approval process if he/she fails in any of the following areas: 

¶ Terms of Participation (Attestations). - FAILURE to comply with any of the ECAG terms of 

participation agreed to when completing any of the online process required in the Basketball Certification 

System (BBCS). 

¶ NCAA Requirements.  FAILURE to comply with NCAA legislation, guidelines and requirements.  

¶ Unethical Conduct and/or Participation in a Violation.  Participation in unethical activities and/or a 

violation(s) of NCAA legislation/requirements including, but are not limited to, involvement in: 

1. A violation of NCAA legislation/requirements; 

2. Fraudulent activities;  

3. Misconduct in the NCAA certification and approval process or activities associated with those 

processes; 

4. Influencing others to furnish the NCAA false or misleading information;  

5. Any activity conducted with intent to otherwise deceive. 

¶ Required Cooperation.  FAILURE to cooperate with the NCAA in regards to possible NCAA rules 

violations, even if the violations are unrelated to Basketball Certification or Recruiting/Scouting Services 

rules and guidelines.  FAILURE to cooperate could include, but would not be limited to, the FAILURE 

to:  

1. Provide relevant information.  

2. Provide complete and accurate information.  

3. Provide supporting documentation requested by the NCAA staff.  

4. Respond to inquiries in a timely manner.  

¶ Provision of False and Misleading Information.  FAILURE to provide complete and accurate 

information to the NCAA or the provision of false and misleading information to the NCAA in an 

investigation, in obtaining certification or approval, in participating in activities associated with the NCAA 

or to circumvent NCAA legislation/requirements. 

 

ADULT USERS SHOULD NOT PROCRASTINATE : 
You should allow a minimum of THREE (3) WEEKS to complete the required USA BASKETBALL GOLD 

Licensing process.  Further, until an adult user has obtained a USA Basketball GOLD License, had their USA 

Basketball GOLD License Number validated by ECAG and been verified to be NCAA eligible by ECAG within 

the BBCS, that coach/operator WILL NOT be permitted to perform any activity in the BBCS beyond creating a 

user account.  This means that you WILL NOT be able to:  

¶ Search for other coaches or athletes; 

¶ Create a BENCH of participants; 

¶ Create ROSTER to participate in an event; 

¶ Apply to request NCAA certification of an event or league. 
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USA Basketball Gold License Instructions 
Follow these steps to obtain your USA Basketball Gold Coach License with NCAA Status: 

 

1st Time Applicants - Creating a USAB Account 
 

 

 

 

1. Go to: https://www.usab.com/youth/development/coach/process-for-becoming-a-licensed-coach.aspx  

 
 

2. Scroll down the page and click on the community.usab.com link provided in Step One of the Gold Coach 

License section. 

 

3. Click the PROCEED button in the Coach Registration section. 

  

This section includes instructions for coaches/operators  

who HAVE  NOT applied with USAB before. 
 

WARNING:   If you have applied before DO NOT start a new application.  If you start a new 

application rather than renew your previous application, your approval WILL NOT  be auto validated 

in the NCAA Basketball Certification System (BBCS) and will require you to call ECAG.  

Additionally, starting a new application will force you to complete ALL of the educational courses 

again rather than doing the refresher course.   

https://www.usab.com/youth/development/coach/process-for-becoming-a-licensed-coach.aspx
https://community.usab.com/
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4. Enter your name as it appears on your 

birth certificate. 

 

5. Enter your email address.  

 

6. Create a password. 

 

7. Click the Register Account button. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Notice that the circle next to Account 

Info in the navigation bar changed 

from red to green and a check mark 

appears. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Identifying whether you have a US Social Security Number or not and then select the license type.  

Participants in NCAA-certified event are required to have a GOLD  license. 

 

US applicants will then have the option to select whether you are applying for a Gold or Associate license.   
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Non US applications will only be given the option of a 

Gold license: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Click the next button. 

 

 

 

11. The circle next to Select License Type in the 

navigation bar will change from red to green. 

 

12. Complete the fields for gender, date of birth, 

address and phone number. 

 

13. Click the Next button. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. The circle next to Personal Info in the navigation 

bar will change from red to green. 

 

15. Click the box to agree to the License Terms & 

Agreement. 

 

16. Enter in your payment information. 

 

17. Click the Submit button. 
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18. Once you have completed these steps, your account dashboard will appear.  The Registration bubble will now 

be green.  If you want help in completing the additional required steps for the USAB application, there is a 

guide to assist you.  You may also choose to skip this step. 

 

 
 

19. As you progress through the application the bubbles will change color and the status of each section will be 

visible.   

 

20. Additional options can be accessed from the 

upper right corner of the website.  
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Applied Previously ï Renewing Your USAB Account for a New Year 
 

 

 

 

1. Go to: https://www.usab.com/youth/development/coach/process-for-becoming-a-licensed-coach.aspx 

 

2. Click the Login button across the top of the page.   

 
 

3. Click the Login button that appears in the upper-right hand corner of the next screen as well. 

 
 

This section includes instructions for coaches/operators  

who HAVE  applied with USAB before. 
 

WARNING:   If you have applied before DO NOT start a new application.  If you start a new 

application rather than renew your previous application, your approval WI LL NOT  be auto validated 

in the NCAA Basketball Certification System (BBCS) and will require you to call ECAG.  

Additionally, starting a new application will force you to complete ALL of the educational courses 

again rather than doing the refresher course.   

https://www.usab.com/youth/development/coach/process-for-becoming-a-licensed-coach.aspx





































































































































































































































































































































































































































